Introduction
In Northern Italy Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) breeds regularly in the alpine area, with few reported cases in lowland and hilly areas. In the Cuneo province (NW Italy, Piedmont Region) this species is reported nesting in the Alps with 17 pairs (Caula & Beraudo 2014) 
Material and methods
The study area is the lowland and the Langhe and Roero hills, in the Cuneo province (Figure 1) . The breeding area (about 1,900 km 2 ) is the central north-eastern of the Province, between the Stura di Demonte river valley and the eastern boundary of the Langhe hills (Figure 1) . From 2000, a research was started, extended on lowland and the hilly areas of Langhe and Roero with the aim to discovering new occupied territories. A territory was considered as occupied if two individuals of different sex were present, of which at least one adult, and observed in territorial defense and courtship activities (Newton 1979) . The monitoring of the reproductive biology (Cheylan 1981) was done between February and July of each year. A couple was considered reproductive when he has successfully bred at least one young. The mean territory distance was calculated by the nearest-neighbour-distance method (Penteriani & Pinchera 1995) . Non-systematic data collection has been allowed to gather some information on prey. (Figure 1 ). Altitudinal range was 200-500 m a.s.l. In 13 sites (81.3%), reproduction was recorded at least once. Mean distance between these sites was 7.6 km (minimum distance = 4.8 km). In the Langhe hills (n = 7 breeding sites), nests were on clay and sandstone cliffs, whereas in the plain the nests (n = 6) were located on bridges (motorway viaduct and railway bridges. On railway bridges, three cases of use of Raven Corvus corax and Hooded-Crow Corvus cornix nests were observed. One of these breeding sites on (Table 1 ). The fledging date is known for 58 broods and is between the first decade of May and the third decade of June, with maximum peak in the third decade of May.
Results

Between
Discussion
The studied breeding population, which has probably been originated by the dispersion of individuals from the neighbouring alpine population, is still increasing in this hilly area. In fact, two new breeding pairs have been found between 2015 and 2017. Moreover, two additional breeding sites (one of them occupied since 2012) have been located in the nearby Asti province (Barberis & Gallo Orsi pers. comm.). However, in the lowland, it seems that the expansion of the Peregrine has stopped, probably because all the available nesting sites (mainly motorway viaducts and railway bridges in river valleys) have been filled by breeding pairs. Due to the local high density of some of the potential preys (author's unpublished data), I suggest that the availability of food may be one of the crucial factors behind the high density and reproductive outputs of this breeding population. Preliminary prey analyses (n = 270 items) showed that pigeons and doves (n = 203) represent the 75% of peregrine food, with Feral Pigeon Columba livia and Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto representing respectively the 49% and 38% of total of predated Columbiformes. 
